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Your Project Title: 2016 Ohio City Street Festival 

Your Project Summary: Ohio City Incorporated launched the Street Festival with great success in 2015. A 

day-long outdoor event, the Festival brought over 10,000 residents and visitors to the Market District. In 

2016, we see an opportunity to deepen our partnerships and expand our arts and cultural programming. 

Participants can experience all our neighborhood has to offer including food, local craft beer, and unique 

small businesses. We anticipate even more growth as we move into 2017, the Festival's third year. 

Final Score: Yes. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided evidence throughout the application 

that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $5000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I recommend Ohio City Incorporated's one day annual Ohio City Street Festival for full CAC 

funding.  A public and free event that attracts thousands to the West Side, Ohio City Street Festival 

exemplifies CAC's model of public benefit by incorporating community stakeholders into its cultural 

events. The street festival utilizes local cultural professionals to contribute to the artistic vibrancy of the 

West Side. OCI has clear organizational capacity to produce and widen the festival. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: YES - this application meets the funding criteria. This is an excellent example of a neighborhood 

development association leveraging the value of the arts with the intention of sustained engagement. I 

was struck by their unexpectedly aspirational goal: "leverage the Street Festival to grow relationships with 

the surrounding arts and culture community." They have a clear measure for that aspirational goal that is 

wonderful: "If we are successful, we will see an increase in the number and types of partnerships and 

programs we are able to offer throughout the year." This is a deep goal for an organization experiencing 

a great deal of success in their community. They have a large network of community-based partnerships, 

and they are clear about their audience even though they avoid stating it in the question about defining 

their community where instead they go big and vague. Their community consists of the families of young 

professionals (18-34) who are moving into this neighborhood. It's okay to say that.  My questions are from 

the budget. First I would have liked a little explanation of the $42,500 in "other corporate sponsors." I also 

caution them cutting/pasting answers into the correct slots. The answers for #5, #6, and #7 are all 

intended for other slots, but I figured that out.   

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Street festivals are a great way to engage with 

ones community and the general public. The many organizations that are offered booths show leads to 

relationship building. As this will only be the 3rd festival, this is still a fresh  and lively idea. Professionals 

are hired and partnerships with the library, art museum and theater demonstrate vibrancy. The plan and 

budget are sufficient and the presence of strong sponsorship support is a plus. One critique is that the 

goal you list is really the mission of this project, not a measurable goal. Likewise, how you say you will 

measure this goal is vague and subjective. 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 
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Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes - This is a great neighborhood festival benefiting Ohio city residents and businesses. The 

applicant has a robust annual budget and plans to secure corporate sponsorships to match CAC funds. 

The workplan is also very specific in terms of finalizing programming logistics no less than 2 months before 

the festival. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community, and seems to also make great use of community partners/collaborator. While this project 

only encompasses one day of activity, the applicant demonstrates a thorough grasp of its community and 

its needs. I was particularly drawn to the stated goal of leveraging the Street Festival to grow relationships 

with the surrounding arts and culture community. This seems to very much be in the spirit of contributing 

to lively and energetic neighborhoods, with an eye towards consciously engaging qualified and diverse 

arts professionals. While the budget lacks significant details, and the proposed matches have yet to be 

secured, the festival's previous success makes me confident in the applicant's organizational capacity to 

carry the project through. My one suggestion moving forward would be to identify more tangible 

measurements for the project's success. For example, rather than wanting to "see an increase in the 

number and types of partnerships and programs we are able to offer throughout the year" can the 

applicant quantify what that increase would look like? 

 

 

Panelist 4 

Panelist 5 


